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Garvey and Chan Win Appellate Advocacy Co01petition
by Robert Boreanaz
The date was March 19, 1988
and the stage was set. In the
eyes of some it may have
seemed like a mismatch.
On one side was the history
and prestige of an Ivy League
law school . .. Cornell. On the
other side was the much less
expensive, public school ...
The State University of New
York at Buffalo.
The two teams were competing in the American Bar Association's National Appellate Advocacy Competition regional
championships.
Both teams advanced to the
finals by defeating teams from
a fine field of law schools that
included representatives from:
Albany (last year's winners),
N.Y.U ., New York, St. John's
and Touro College.
The final round commenced
as the bailiff silenced the spectators and called attention to
the presiding justices : Kane,
Koshian and Wolfgang .
Chief Justice Kane then gave
the Cornell team permission to
begin argument. The first of the
two member team approached
the podium . As his statu.re rose
_ above it, he leaned forward ,
grasped the podium and began
his argument in a stately man ner. When he finished he turned
the floor overto his partner with

a look of confidence. This Ivy
League law student gave the
appearance of an experienced
litigator as he presented his
point of argument.
Upon completion of the
petitioners' argument, it was
distinctively clear to all those
present that nothing less than

for a fight.
Sui Chan was to " bat clean
up. " Those of us familiar with
her know she did not stand well
above the podium as the first
Cornell member had . Her
physique would not perm it it.
However, Sui did indeed rise
to the occasion. She argued her

law degree from U .B. in the
eyes of these judges, attorneys
and law students, and also
those who came in contact with
the above .
The two will be representing
our school in front of many
more attorneys from across the
nation at the American Bar Associat ion National Conference
in Toronto this summer. We
wish them luck.
Congratulations Sue and Sui .

Three Outstanding Alumni
Awards To Be Given
a superior performance was
needed from the U.B. team if
they expected a favorable decision .
Sue Garvey and Sui Chan
most definitely felt the pressure. It was they who represented our law school. Up
first was Sue Garvey. She met
the challenge with no l\esitation . The judges hammered
away questions and Sue brillian!IY provided the answers.
When she finished, the team
from Cornell knew they were in

point magnificently. The combined result was certainly a
superior response.
The bailiff then directed the
courtroom to rise as the judges
left to deliberate. They returned
shortly to the anxiously awaiting spectators and competitors.
Chief Justice Kane then announced the winners : "Sue
Garvey and Su i Chan." The
judges seemed pleased to learn
that they were from U.B. Law
School. The Cornell team felt
pride in doing their best . Those

Dean Leary Returns from Canada
by Donna Crumlish
Professor Virginia Leary is
back as an associate dean this
semester, after an eighteen
month leave of absence. She
spent three semesters as the
first holder of the Ariel Sallows
Chair in Human Rights at the
University of Saskatchewan
School of Law in Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan, Canada.
A prominent lawyer from
Saskatchewan left one million
dollars to the University to set
up the chair. The purpose of the
chair is to provide the holder
with an opportunity to do research and writing in the area
of international human rights.
· The University took notice of
Professor Leary when she was

who previously thought it a
mismatch left with a sense of
respect for the team members
and their school.
The Moot Court Board would
like to thank Sue and Sui for
leaving those judges, attorneys
and neighboring law students
with notions of respect and adm iration for the U.B. law school
and its students. I personally
would like to thank them for increasing the value of my future

on a lecture tour in Canada after
a human rights mission in the
Philippines. She gave one lecture in Saskatoon and later the
school invited her to be the first
holder of the Human Rights
Chair for one year.
Saskatchewan is one of
Canada's most geographically
central provinces. The surrounding terrain is flat rather
than mountainous and the chief
exports are wheat, uranium and
phosphate. Because there was
a lot of exporting in the area,
Professor Leary says she was
able to get a much better sense
of internationalism that she
does in this area.
Professor Leary has a special

The 99th Annual Commencement
May 22, 1988
Alumni Arena
Marshall - Betty Mensch
Herald· Kenneth Joyce
Faculty Speaker - Wade Newhouse
Student Speaker - Mary Gennaro
Guest Speaker- William M. Kunst/er
Comm~ncement Committee Co-Chairs:
Maureen Casey
Paul Prentiss

interest in economic and social
rights. Canada provided an excellent case study in these
areas, particularly in the area of
the right to health care.
Canada has a Universal
Health Care Program which
provides everyone in the country with access to health care .
The Universal Health Care
Program began in Saskatchewan in the 1960's and eventually every province in Canada
adopted the system .
The system is widely accepted by the Canadian people . Professor Leary attributes this to a
general attitude of government
acceptance among the people.
She suggests that the American
people are more anti-authority
and want less involvement in
public institutions than Canadians. This is reflected in a U.S.
health care system that denies
access to 37 million Americans.
Professor Leary taught two
seminars on human rights
while at the University and was
so well received that she was
asked to continue her stay for
another year. Not wanting to be
away from UB for that long, she
compromised and stayed on
another semester.
Currently, Professor Leary is
involved with developing an international law program along
with Professor David Engel.
Areas in which they hope to
create more classes are Canada, Human Rights, Trade and
Cross Cultural Law. Professor
Leary is presently teaching Public International Law.

by Ilene Fleischmann
Three outstanding Buffalo attorneys will receive Distinguished Alumnus/a Awards at
the 26th Annual Meeting and
Awards Dinner of the University at Buffalo Law Alumni Association.
This event, which is the Association's major fund -raising
effort, will take place on Friday,
April 29 at the Buffalo Hilton.
All alumni/ae and friends of the
Law School are welcome.
According to Association
President Robert W . Keller,
Hon. Theodore S. Kasler will be
cited "for his diligence and for
his conscientious service in the
judiciary."
Maryann S. Freedman will be
.honored " for her leadership by
example and for her comm it ment to public service." Will iam R. Brennan will receive the
award " for his dedication to the
profession and for enhancing
the image of the private practitioner."
Elected to State Supreme
Court in 1974, Justice Kasler
has been supervising judge for
all criminal courts in the eight
county Western New York area
since 1978.
A graduate of Canisius College, he is a member of UB
Law's Class of 1953. He served
as a deputy corporation counsel, city court judge, and assistant district attorney before
being elected to the Supreme
Court.
Maryann S. Freedman will
finish her term as president of
the New York State Bar Associ ation in June. A 1958 graduate
of UB Law, she spent many
years in private practice, then
went to work as a research assistant for Buffalo City Court.
She became an assistant attorney general in 1975. Since
1977 she has served as confidential clerk to Justice William
J . Ostrowski of the State Supreme Court.
William R. Brennan will be
cited "for his dedication to the
profession and for enhancing
the image of the private practitioner."
Mr. Brennan is a partner in
the Buffalo law firm of Moot &
Sprague. A graduate of Holy
Cross College and UB Law,
Class of 1948, he has practiced
law continuously in Buffalo,
where he is an active member
of numerous civic and legal or-

ganizations.
The annual business meeting
of the Association will be held
from 5:30 to 6 p.m. Cocktails
will be served at 6 p.m ., with
dinner to follow at 7 p.m .
Classes celebrating reunions
are especially encouraged to attend and will be seated together. All alumni attending

Maryann Freedman One of the winners
from the classes of 1928, 1933
and 1938 will be guests of the
Law School.
The price of the dinner, which
includes an open bar, is $35 per
person . Checks should be made
payable to University at Buffalo
Law Alumni Association, and
should be sent to Jean C. Powers, 800 Norstar Building, Buffalo, N.Y. 14203, by April 19.
Sponsors who helped make
this dinner possible are : Manufacturers and Traders Trust
Company, Ticor Title Guarantee Corporation, Barrister Information Services Corporation,
Grant Appraisal & Research Division of GAR Associates, Inc.;
Terence E. Barnes of West Publishing Company, and Lathan,
Lumsden, McCormick and Co.
Proceeds benefit the activities
of the Law Alumni Association.
Thomas M. Ward and Michael Swart are co-chairman of
the dinner. Serving on their
committee are Robert B. Moriarity, Eugene F. Pigott, Jr.,
Jean C. Powers, Elaine E. Salvo
and Oliver C. Young.
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UB Contemporary Law Journal to Begin Publication
by Sophie Feal
Last Spring, through informal
discussion among several law
students and various faculty
members, it became apparent
that there existed support for an
additional publishing forum at
U.B. Law School.
To determine the actual need
for such a publication, a survey
was first conducted among the

student population . The survey
indicated that a vast majority of
students believed that a greater
opportunity to improve research and writing skills was
necessary. Twenty percent of
823 students responding stated
that they were in favor of
another publication.
Secondly, research of other
law schools' pubications was

done. These findings indicated
that most law schools in the
U.S. have secondary or tertiary
journals that co-exist with the
traditional law review model.
The journals vary in format and
length .
Moreover, it was found that
these alternative publications
provide a positive learning ex-

Oiled-Up "Dave's Demons" Lose To St. John's
by Shawn Griffin
On a cold Buffalo afternoon
the members of Dave's Demons packed up and prepared
for their six hour journey to
Springfield, Mass.
The long hours of intensive
practice had come down to this
one weekend when they would
test their basketball skills
against twenty other top law
schools from the northeast.
Without the constant analysis
and storytelling from the
"speaker of the house" the trip
to Springfield would have been
dead silent .as the team mentally prepared itself for the coming challenge .
After an afternoon at the
Naismith Memorial Basketball
Hall of Fame, Dave's Demons
met their first challenge: a
strong St. John's team .
At halftime the Demons enjoyed a "comfortable" 36-34
lead. (It seemed a blow-out was
inevitable.) But during the second half, the "wheels came
off." Four of the nine Demon
players fouled out and St.
Johns quickly moved into the
lead.
Kevin Carter made several
three point shots to keep the
game close but in the end, St.
John's won , 82-78. We can only

wonder what happened to our
Demons. They were such a well
oiled team the night before. (As
a matter of fact, they were so
well "oiled " the night before it
may have blurred their performance.)
What distracted the team?
Was "KC" more concerned
about the $6.00 entertainment
expense the night before or was
he able to "tune" this distraction out? "SL" may have been
anticipating the forthcoming
slumber party while "DD" lost
his mind listening to the play
by play calls from the sideline.
"JK" may have lost the motor
functions in his hands while
"SG" huffed down the court
due to a late night breakfast.
"JD" may have been worried
about getting his good side on
film for the fans back home.
"DH" may have longed for the
girl he left back home and "NS"
may have longed for the girl he

left at The Keg.
Or was it the stirring half time
speech by "BB" that left the
team breathless? At this point
we can only speculate as to
whether it was one of these factors or a combination of them
all which led to the demise of
our Demons.
The team finished the tournament with a respectable 500 record. They have vowed to make
the same journey next year in
an effort to represent UB as a
powerful basketball force in the
northeast.
The Demons would like to
thank all of those who supported them in their efforts including : The Barrister Corporation; Phillips Lytle Hitchcock
Blaine & Huber; the Student Bar
AssocaJion; the Law Students
and especially Dean "Dave" Filvaroff from whom the team derives its name.
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Work A Day In The Public Interest
by Karen Comstock
According to the National Association for Public Interest Law
(NAPIL), 93% of the poor are
without access to legal services. At the same time, the
number of law school graduates entering the public interest field has declined by 46%
over the last 12 years.
The reason for this dilemma
is tragically simple: money. Society does not allocate the resources necessary to address
the mot basic needs of the poor,
and legal services are no exception .
As Graduate Assistant for
Public Careers through the
Career Development Office, I
am painfully aware that Buffalo
legal services agencies (Neigh borhood Legal Services, Legal
Services for the Elderly, Prisoner's Legal Services, etc.) are
in great need of summer legal
interns.
I am also aware that many
students express a desire to
work for these agencies, but are
unable to do so because the
agencies simply cannot afford
to pay.
Consequ ently, only the student who can afford to volun teer (the rare individual) or who
is willing to work for the low
summer work-study stipend (if
he or she qualifies) can benefit
from th e practical and reward ing experience of legal services
employment.
As the situation now stands,
everyone is losing : the students
who want to work at legal servi ces agencies, and most im portantly, the poor who rely on
these agencies for basic legal
ass istance.
Page two
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But, as always, there is hope.
The Buffalo Public Interest Law
Program (BPILP) has worked diligently for years to raise
. money to fund summer internships in Western New York
legal services agencies. Since
1979, BPILP has consistently
succeeded in funding 3 to 5 interns each summer.
Some of you have benefited
from BPILP's efforts. Well , folks,
BPILP activists have become
more creative . and ambitious
than ever!
This year, we are proud to announce the creation of a new
program called Student and
Faculty Initiated Internships
(SFII). Taking the lead from Public Interest Law Programs at law
schools all over the country,
BPILP is asking the UB law
school community to " Work a
Day in the Public Interest."
Similar fund-raising efforts
have met with great success :
the University of Michigan fel lowship program consistently
raises $25,000, UCLA raised
$30,000 in their first effort, and
Berkeley has increased its annual funding level in one decade from $10,000 to $90,000!
The SFII pledge drive will be
operating in full force next
week, the week of April 11-15.
Simply put, we are asking that
you, students , faculty and ad ministration alike, make a
pledge to the SFII fund in an
amount equivalent to one day
of your salary from your respective summer or permanent job.
In the case of first and second
year students, we will be asking
for pledge commitments now
and we' ll bill you in late June.
For third year students, we
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will also ask for pledge commitments now, we'll bill you in
mid-August for your pledge of
the equivalent of one day of
your anticipated annual income.
PLEASE NOTE: ,Every pledge
accompanied with a minimum
$20.00 (cash or check) down
payment immediately entitles
the donor to a FREE "Work a
Day in the Public Interest" TShirt! ! !
These T-shirts are the same
high-quality cotton as those
memorable UB Law T-shirts we
sold last semester (the palm
tree, remember?) .
The faculty and administration have been very responsive
to preliminary outreach form
BPILP solicitors. Dean David Fil varoff has the proud distinction
of being our first donor (see accompanying letter of endorsement).
Coupled with sizable donations from faculty members
Robert
Steinfeld,
Victor
Thuronyi, Betty Mensch and
Alan Freeman, sufficient fund ing for one complete internship
is virtually in the bag.
Since our faculty solicitation
has just begun, we are confi dent that many more generous
contributions will follow.
Many law students haye the
fortunate opportunity to make
a very comfortable salary at the
employment of their choice . We
all have varied interests and
career goals.
Yet I have found that, for the
most part, the law school com munity shares a recognition of
the economic realities of society and has compassion for the
plight of the poor.
continued on page 4

perience for those students unable to meet the requirements
of law review. The result of
these investigations was the
Buffalo Journal of Contemporary Law (BJCL) .
Initially, the BJCL consisted
of an informally organized
group of students. Later, the
group was recognized as an official
student
orga·n ization
under the SBA, and obtained a
charter grant. More recently,
the BJCL has obtained funding
and office space (O'Brian 78).
The BJCL seeks to provide
law students with an additional
opportunity to refine research
and writing skills, to contribute
to legal scholarship, and to acquire editorial, publishing and
organizational skills.
The Journal will encourage
the "Buffalo model" vision by
operating with less restrictive
membership admission policies, and by fostering interaction between the legal profession and other academic disciplines.
The working committee of
the BJCL has called upon the
students and faculty of the Law

School, and other departments,
to submit articles for publication in the first issue. This issue
will contain three to four articles. Due to resource and time
constraints, this particular issue
will consist of a collection of articles concerning different legal
topics.
It is hoped that in the future,
each issue will having changing
symposia, and that the articles
will address various aspects of
the chosen subject. The target
date for publication has been
set in late April.
The Journal encourages students who are interested to participate in editing and proofreading . If you are willing,
please contact Colleen Blair,
Box #624, or Lidwyn Brokx, Box
#323.
Thus far, the organizational
·structure has been relatively informal. However, for future
publications, the BJCL will recruit members based on a writing sample and statement of interest. The emphasis will be to
recruit students who are able,
willing and interested in doing
the work.

UFW Rep Speaks at UB
Advocates Grape Boycott
by John J. Bonazzi
A presentation was given on
Monday, March 14, by Arturo
Rodriquez, a representative of
the United Farm Workers
(UFW) regarding a boycott on
grapes being orga.nized by the
UFW.
Table grapes are being boycotted due to the failure of the
grape industry to take measures to lessen the amount of
pesticides, one-fifth of which
cause cancer, as well as to provide for the health and safety
of agricultural workers.
The presentation was part of
the table grape boycott campaign, and featured a 1986 film
on this subject entitled "The
Wrath of Grapes," which detailed the history of the farm
workers and the danger posed
by the deadly pesticides used.
The UFW has thr_
ee major demands that they wish implemented through a marketing
agreement with the grade industry:
1. A ban on the five most
dangerous pesticides used in
growing grapes, which cause
cancer and birth defects (Captan, Parathion, Phosdrin, Dinoseb, and Methyl Bromide);
2. A joint UFW/grower test
program for poisonous resi dues on grapes sold in stores,
with results made public to con·sumers; and
3. Free and fair elections for
farm workers and good faith
collective bargaining.
Mr. Rodriquez stressed that
pesticide poisoning and other
problems exist with other produce. However, grape growers
are the most powerful lobby,
which leads opposition to effective enforcement of farm labor
laws. As a result, only grapes
are being targeted in this
boycott.
The UFW believes that a powerful boycott will bring grape
growers to the bargaining
table, where a marketing agreement on free and fa ir elections,
good faith barga ining, and the
marketing of grapes can be
reached . Farm workers can
then insist that grape contracts
include a ban on the use of the
five worst pesticides.

The UFW in 1975 finally got
passed the Agricultural Labor
Relations Act (ALRA) after 1O
years of lobbying. AlRA supposedly gave to California farm
growers the right to free and
fair elections.
However, according to Mr.
Rodriquez, Governor Deukmejian is the recipient of heavy
contributions from the $14 billion per year agricultural industry. As a result, he has significantly lessened the impact of
ALRA and other similar legislation. For instance, five regional
directors of state enforcement
agencies were recently fired.
Workers complain that each
time they are successful in forcing a vote for a union, the employer simply fires the entire
crew, or calls the Immigration
Service to have them deported.
Every year, more than 300,000
farm workers are poisoned by
farmland
pesticides. Three
hundred million pounds of pesticides were used in 1984. The
Californi_a Department of Agriculture recently found residue
of Captan and 10 other pesticides on grapes they sampled .
In addition, the UFW also alleges that when pesticides are
sprayed from the air, most of it
drifts from the intended farmland, often for miles. Only a
small percentage actually hits
the intended crops.
The UFW has labeled this a
chemical time bomb which
threatens the health of both
workers and consumers. More
importantly, they charge that
the airborne pesticides are responsible for health problems
which neighboring communities are currently experiencing.
Mr. Rodriquez pointed to
McFarland, California as an
example of this. That community is surrounded by farmland,
and has been rocked by the sudden onset of cancer in 17 chil dren. Six have died to date.
Mr. Rodriquez asks that consumers pledge to honor the
table-grape boycott, contribute
to the boycott campaign, and
tell friends and clubs about the
boycott and oppressive farming conditions .

II

Harvard Denies Tenure Track to CLS Professors
by John J. Bonazzi
The Critical Legal Studies
movement at Harvard Law
School was dealt a blow on
March 10, 1988, when Harvard
University President Derek Bok
declined to recommend tenure
to professor Clare Dalton.
This move, the second of its
kind in the past year, has ignited
a firestorm at the ivy-covered
school, further dividing the Law
School's faculty and provoking
outrage among faculty and students alike.
Critical legal studies is a
school of thought which asserts
that the legal system's appearance of neutrality is a cover for
systematic bias in favor of the
rich and powerful.
Dalton, 37, is a feminist
whose interests center mainly
on women, medicine and the
law. She has primarily taught
contracts, torts and legal history for the past seven years.

Dalton claims that gender
discrimination and political
ideology are the bases for Bok's .
decision, and has accepted a
two-year appointment at Northeastern Law School while she
fights her tenure denial from
Harvard.
The faculty has been divided
for a number of years, with leftleaning faculty members pitted
against more conservative professors. The division deepened
last spring, when the conservative faction put through a rule
change which requires a twothirds majority vote to be
granted tenure.
That faction is often accused
of using this rule to block tenure
for scholars with whom they
disagree politically.
Indeed, Daniel Tarullo, a leftist professor, was denied tenure despite having 29 positive
votes to 20 negative votes four short of the necessarytwo-

thirds majority.
Since Tarullo's vote, two professors, Dalton and David
Trubek, have received the requisite two-thirds vote, but
have had the faculty recommendation reversed by Bok.
These reversals have gone
unexplained by Bok and Law
School Dean James Vorenberg.
In a letter sent to all faculty,
Bok announced that an outside
committee appointed to review
Dalton's scholarship met for
seven hours and "these deliberations resulted in a consensus
that the record was not sufficient to merit tenure."
The committee included Archibald Cox, Harvard professor
emeritus, U.S. District Court
Judge Robert Keeton; Connecticut Supreme Court Chief Justice Ellen Peters; Anthony Kronman, chairman of the appointment committee at Yale Law
School; and Harry Wellington,

former Dean of the Yale Law
School.
This CLS debate has become
so bitter that the National Law
Journal has characterized it as
turning the Harvard Law School
faculty into "the Beirut of legal
education."
The American Association of
University
Professors
has
agreed to investigate, as they
have already found preliminary
indications of violations of
academic freedom and due process. In addition, the American
Association of Law Schools has
been asked to investigate.
Robert Gordon, a Stanford
Law School professor and a
leader in the CLS movement,
spoke out against Dalton's tenure reversal, expressing surprise and calling on Bok to explain the reasons for his decision.
Gordon, presently teaching
at Oxford, sent a letter signed

by 200 law professors and
deans to the two above associations requesting probes into
the adverse decisions being
given to CLS scholars in general
and at Harvard in particular.
The letter warned that a new
version of McCarthyism could
arise when "surreptitious attacks on colleagues with whom
one has intellectual and political disagreements" are condoned.
Dalton has filed complaints
with the Massachusetts Con;tmission Against Discrimination
and the federal Equal Employment Opportunity Commission.
Students responded to Bok's
action with shock and disappointment. Student activists
had staged a rally for Dalton last
year, and are planning a meeting to organize a new round of
protests.

Progressi ve CUNY Face~ Accreditation Problems
by Maria A. Rivera
As a progressive law school,
CUNY has fostered non-traditional methods in its legal education. CUNY has had two
graduating classes; however,
serious problems exist in obtaining full accreditation and
many graduates are failing the
bar.
Why hasn't CUNY law school
received full accreditation? Professor Isabel Marcus, formerly
a professor at CUNY, has expressed several concerns about
their accreditation.
While a professor there, Marcus was asked to set-up the second year curriculum. She recalled that "CUNY was an extraordinarily exciting place to
be. It was intense, passionate
and full of the most incredible
desire of students to learn."
Students were clearly there
to obtain an education. The student body, she added, was also
diverse. Fifty percent of the students were women and 30 to
35 percent were men and women of color.
CUNY's low bar passage rate
has been attributed to its nontraditional admission policy. As
expressed by Marcus, "One of
the problems for CUNY's low
bar passage results is that
CUNY is committed to admitting students who on the basis
of a formal record may not look
like they qualify in the traditional sense of the term but who
demonstrate the kind of educational promise and prior work

I

I

and career commitment which
would indicate that they would
be effective as public interest
lawyers."
CUNY is dedicated to the
public interest. As a result, only
a small percentage of the students are interested in the private sector or going into private
practice.
Carmen Encarnacion, a firstyear CUNY law student, commented that students are under
a great deal of pressure despite
rumors of a non-competitive
environment.
CUNY students are not required to take examinations in
the traditional sense during their first semester. They work
in groups called "houses"
which are simulations of law
firms where students work
cooperatively.
Exams are required the second semester on a pass/fail
basis and students are able to
take the exams as many times
as necessary to meet the requirements. They are also
evaluated by the professors on
a scale of one to four.
According to Encarnacion,
CUNY's accreditation problem
is mainly due to Queens College's bur.eaucratic domination
of the law school.
Marcus agreed with this observation and noted that as a
result of the low bar passage
rate Queens College gets "cold
feet" and begins to question
whether or not the law school
should continue using a non-

traditional teaching approach.
The bar passage results of the
first graduating class were not
high. Mor-eover, on the second
attempt the percentages increased from 35 percent to 70
percent. The passing rate of the
second graduating class was 30
percent.
After these results Queens
College officials became concerned. Marcus noted that an
important
question
which
needs to be asked is whether it
is important to give people a
legal education even if they end
up being community organizers doing things other than
practicing law.
Arguably, she said, it may be
counterproductive for an educational institution like a law
school, even if it is dedicated to
social change, to take in large
numbers of students who may
not pass the bar.
This year was the first time
faculty, who designed the curriculum, came up for tenure. It
was also the first denial to
everyone of reappointment.
Marcus stated that what the administration decided to do was
identify the teachers as the
source of the students' failure
to pass the bar, and to say that
the bar results simply reflected
the inadequacy and ineffectiveness of the faculty or teachers.
"The University administration is using bar passage results
as the surrogate or measure of
teacher effectiveness despite
high student and professor

evaluations of the tenured professors." As a consequence,
Marcus
explained,
morale
problems have been created
and CUNY faculty are faced
with the dilemma of selecting
between their scholarly work or
working with the students and
risking tenure. "There is nothing more demoralizing than
giving people that choice," said
Marcus.
Two professors that were
tenured upon reappointment
ironically had a more "traditional background" in contrast
to those who were denied tenure. This decision to select professors based on traditional
criteria, such as publishing,
seems to contradict the progressive ideals of a non-traditional legal education for which
CUNY is known.
She noted that this is also de~
moralizing "because CUNY's
goal was to be fully accredited
in a short time and now they
have to convince students that
they are a law school in good
standing.''
Another problem that exacerbates the tenure dilemma
arises from CUNY's lowered
morale. Faculty may decide to
leave, and it may become difficu It to recruit students. Professor Marcus commented that
"lowered morale in the faculty
cannot help but affect the student body."
This issue is also tied to the
accreditation of the school. Presently, CUNY is provisionally

Commentary . . . .

accredited.
Marcus' understanding of what happened as
a result of non-reappointment
of faculty members was that
CUNY withdrew its application
and is going to wait a few years
to reapply.
Marcus feels personally involved and dreadful of what is
going on: "I have good friends
there and I have met some of
the most intelligent and exciting students at CUNY. Yet, I
know from my own scholarly
work that this is not unusual that a reform institution gets
trapped in a mainstream situation.''
In comparison to the Buffalo
model, Professor Marcus commented that most CUNY students cc.ime from impoverished
backgrounds and require more
assistance on writing skills.
"I don't think this is an insurmountable task and I don't think
CU NY is easier than Buffalo. For
professors it is much more
exhausting, because of student
evaluations, than the more
traditional law school," Marcus
added.
But Marcus is hopeful and
idealistic, and wishes that the
forces of tradition will not predominate and preempt educational reform. "CUNY represented reform efforts for a lot
of us. To have an institution become another three-year bar review course in New York City
would be tragic, but there is
only one CUNY."

by Kyle Maldiner

SBA Should -Trust Dean To Act On Position Paper

The SBA has spent a great
deal of time and energy in developing a position paper on
many assorted topics to present to Dean Filvaroff in an effort to advise him on areas that
are of concern to students, to
"steer (him) in the right direction.,,
Or at least that was the an-

nounce d purpose. Th e recent
reports coming out of SBA
meetings and published in the
most recent editior. of The
Opinion indicate that there is
some support for sending the
report to various outside or. .
.
h
ganizat1ons, part,cu 1ar 1y t e
Erie County Bar Association,
.A
. .
SUNY
t h e Al umni _.!}SOc1at1on,
Trustees, and "others to be
named later." The reasoning
for doing so is flawed for several reasons.
Submitting this report to the

Erie County Bar Association, et
al., is a subtle way of putting
pressure on the Dean to react
to the suggestions. Is this any
way to develop a mutually respectful and trusting relationship?

The message we are sending,
to the Dean and others, is that
we don't have any faith that the
Dean will respond in a satisfactory manner to our report. If we
want to be treated like responsible people whose opinions
should matter, we must act like
responsible people. The proposed mailing of the SBA report
to various outside interests is
not responsible.
I am reminded of student
antics last tall and spring, when
the campaign was preventing
those "fancy" downtown lawyers from selecting our new

. ,
Dean._ Well, they d1dn t. The
selection of the Dean was based
on the consensus opinion of
many people. Now, some of
th ese same people who were
afraid of the influence of the
"fancy" lawyers want to invite
the "fancy" lawyers in to hear
our concerns. Does anyone
think for a minute they will
necessarily agree with the entire SBA report? It may be detrimental to the efforts of so
many, who worked very hard
to prepare this report, to distribute it willy-nilly to some of the
groups mentioned.
Another reason for thinking
twice before this report is distributed is that some of the ideas
presented aren't exactly original. Bear with me while I briefly
rehash old history. As student
representatives to the Dean

.
.
Search Committee, Jim Hayden
and I surveyed all the law stude_nt~ ~s to what the top 2 or 3
priorities 0 ~ th e new Dean
should be, in rd er to better
represent the students ' interests while we served on the
committee. Of all the students
who responded, one said "remodel(ing) the
basement"
should be a priority. One said
to "improve the 'physical condition' of this law school," and
one student said "make the law
school building more attractive
inside for students."
No one specifically recommended that we have a lounge
for students that would be
something more than we presently have. On the contrary,
the first time I heard mention
of this idea was when Dean Filvaroff originally visited the law

°

school and had an opportunity
to view our facilities . During an
interview with then-candidate .
Filvaroff, he expressed concern
over the lack of an informal
meeting/mingling place for students and faculty alike. 1 am
confident that he continues to
make this a high priority on his
agenda.
I was, and continue to be, encouraged by Dean Filvaroff's
concern for the plight of UB's
law students. The best way to
insure this concern is sustained
and mutual respect is allowed
to grow ·,s to step back from the
SBA report at th.is t 1
· me. Once
the Dean responds to the report
we will be in a far better position to evaluate whether other
parties should receive copies of
this report, and why they
should receive it.
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Work A Day in Public Interest . .
Yet I have found that, for the
most part, the law school com munity shares a recognition of
the economic realities of society and has compassion for the
plight of the poor.
Not everyone is interested
and/or able to work in the the
public interest. The SFII pledge
drive gives you the opportunity
to support a worthy cause by
pledging just one day of your
income, a donation that seems
manageable, and that puts the
commitment you are asked to
make in perspective.
So please, when you see
BPILP volunteers behind our
pledge table next week, or
when you are personally approached by a solicitor (who is
required to make a pledge before asking you to commit), be
generous.
Now everyone can begin to
win, and you'll be sporting the
classiest T-shirt you ever
bought!

Dear UB Law Students, Faculty,
and Administration:
As the only state law school
in New York, we have a special
responsibility to support and
stimulate work in the public interest. I am especially pleased
to tell you about a new public
interest program to be initiated
by our law students this spring.
Student and Faculty Initiated Internships (SFII) will fund UB law
students in summer public interest jobs in the Western New
York area .
Creative financing will make
possible a significant increase
in the number of UB law students working in the public interest over the summer. It will
be a happy supplement to our
own law-school funded fellow-

ships which began this summer.
The fellowships will be
funded by UB law students aggregating a day's worth of their
summer income, or in the case
of graduates, a day's worth of
their expected annual income.
Faculty will also be asked to
make a similar contribution . We
know from the experience of
schools like Michigan, UCLA,
Harvard, Yale and Boalt Hall,
which are among the dozens of
schools which started SFII, that
contributions can easily add up
to $40,000, and some programs
fund as many as 35 students.
All of the contributions to SFII
will be used to help support UB
law students in summer public
interest efforts. The concept of
devoting a day's worth of your
income seems manageable and
helps put the commitment you
are being asked to make in perspective . I hope you will find
satisfaction both in increasing
the public interest effort in law,
and in helping some of your
friends and colleagues in this
community to work in the public interest over the summer.
As I join in making a personal
commitment to support the SFII
drive, I want to thank the UB
law students who have demonstrated special creativity,
commitment, and enthusiasm
in their leadership. They hope
that each of us will have the
satisfaction of helping begin a
program that will become a natural part of the lives and commitments of members ofthe UB
law community for many years.
Sincerely,
David B. Filvaroff
Dean

••
'' •
'
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SBA EXECUTIVE BOARD ELECTIONS

*

Elections for the offices of:

President

* Vice President * Secretary * Treasurer

of the Student Bar Association will be held on:

APRIL 20 & 21, 1988
All students interested in running for any of these offices may pick up
petitions outside of the SBA office (O'Brian 101 ).
Petitions must be returned to the SBA office by 5:00 p.m. on Monday,
April 11, 1988.
Personal statements must be submitted to The Opinion no later than
4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 12, 1988.

The Cambodian Students of State University of New York at Buffalo
are pleased to announce a guest appearance by

□ DITH PHAN □
whose story of survival during the reign of genocide and terror
in Cambodia during 1975-79 was told in the movie

"THE KILLING FIELDS"
April 23, 1988 -

1 to 5 p.m.

SUNY Buffalo, Main Campus, Butler Auditorium

O
0
0

THE PROGRAM AGENDA WILL INCLUDE:
Literature Display, 1 - 1:20 p.m.
Introduction and showing of "The Killing Fields," 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Talk by DITH PRAN, questions and answers, 3:30-4:30 p.m.

There is no general admission. The Cambodian Students at SUNY Buffalo regard Dith Pran's story as a powerful expression
of their yet untold experiences as children in "The Killing Fields," and would like the story to reach the widest possible audience.
Your contribution to this event, no matter how small, would be appreciated. All funds collected will be applied
to a small honorarium and travel expenses for Dith Pran, as well as for overhead costs associated with Dith Pran's appearance
and the showing of the film.
If you wish to contribute, please make your check payable to The University at Buffalo Foundation Inc. and mail it to
Charles L. Bland, Division of Undergraduate Academic Services, State University of New York at Buffalo, 106 Norton Hall,
Amherst, New York 14261. Any questions may be referred to Dr. Bland, home phone 631-3193; office phone 636-2450.

The "Right" View ..

by Kenneth Neeves

UB' s Q-Train Engineers Lack Intellectual Foresight
by Kenneth D. Neeves
Several years ago Dean Paul
Carrington of Duke University
Law School compared the training of lawyers with the training
of riverboat pilots as characterized by Mark Twain:
"Twain, the cub pilot, attempted what generations of law students have attempted, to assimilate an enormous mass of
detailed information. And, like
law students, he came only
gradually to the full realization
that his subject was elusive as
well as complex, that no
amount of sheer memorization
of information would ever be
enou_gh to make him a good
pilot.
"And of course one proper-response to such a condition is to
perpetuate the enterprise of
study, to try to keep learning the
fugitive subject."
So Twain describes how the
bigger boats often carried
supernumerary unpaid' pilots
whose own boats were being
refitted or repaired; they
traveled 'to look at the river,' to
refresh knowledge of transient
marks and channels. Their
training had at least provided

them with a framework of understanding that enabled them
to relearn the river as it
changed.
"Indeed, Twain noted, a welltrained pilot could even assimilate entirely new data quite
rapidly; he tells of Horace Bixby
mastering the intricacy of the
Missouri river with a single preparatory trip. We doubtless
share responsibility for providing similar framework adequate to permit our students to
become their own teachers."
In short, Dean Carrington
viewed the law school as a
place where learning carried
the highest value. This value
would then be carried with thestudent as he or she ventured
into the river of law. The law
school, then, should be an intellectu_al community; one where
knowledge and reason prevail
over emotion and unreasoned
reaction.
lfonewereto read the Buffalo
Law School "Bulletin" it would
appear that U.B. strives to attain
this type of community. "The
relaxed style of the faculty carries over to the students. Many
are delighted to find a strong
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We Invite You
To A Reception
To Discuss
The Opportunities
Available In Buffalo
For Developing
An Exciting,
Sophisticated And
National
Law Practice.
Wednesday,
April 13, 1988
AtThe
Buffalo Marriott
4 p.m. - 6 p.m.

Remember, please
respond by Tuesday, April 5.
c/o Career Development Office
Room 309, O'Brien Hall

camaraderie and supportiveness among their peers ...
[F]aculty emphasis on the process of legal reasoning ... encourages intellectual growth
... This is one of the major
pluses of the law program. At
the same time, the congenial atmosphere is not achieved by
sacrificing intellectual depth
and rigor."
The prospective U.B. student,
then, expects a unitary institution where students and faculty
alike navigate something akin
to Paul Carrington's intellectual
river.
The actual student is likely to
see something different as he
or she looks out the windows
of the 'Q' train. Indeed, it is difficult even to discern if the engineers of this train have a destination in mind.
Our new dean, who comes to
us from far away (after many
years of searching), has a "high

priority" of establishing a student lounge. The student leaders see a compel Ii ng need to get
the undergraduates out of the
library. The faculty, despite the
Bulletin's emphasis on congeniality, maintains that there are
some things we simply cannot
talk about. At least one student
organization sees its role as
promoting worldwide justice
by getting rid of the U.S. military while embracing the P.L.O.
Perhaps this is not a totalfy
"fair" view of the law school
community, but it is supported
by a look at the last issue of The
Opinion. It includes the presentation of several student lounge
proposals. Following these is a
complaint that 'our grades
don't
get posted
quickly
enough.' And, of course, there
is a recurrent call to "democratize" or "collectivize" the Law
Review.
The message is clear - to

SBA Briefs .....

hell with intellectual merit,
everyone should have a seat on
the sixth floor.
If there is a common thread
to these concerns, it is not
knowledge and reason. It is a
pervasive infatuation with the
trivial and the ideological,
which sometimes coincide.
This is in contrast to Dean Carrington's view of what a law
school should be.
Rather than a community of
scholars, we have a group of
between eight and nine hundred people making a poor attempt at coexistence with no
overriding common goal. The
possibility exists, of course,
that this represents the aspiration of the law school - to be
an anti-intellectual community.
It would then be left to an ,
'' outsider" to question which of
the Buffalo model and the Carrington view is more desirable.

. . . by John Williams

Apathy at Law School Is Shocking
Approximately one-third of
the law school population
stands to lose a large portion
of its financial aid, and most
don't seem to care.
I was amazed at the small
number of students who attended the meeting at which
Dean Filvaroff discussed the
possibility of SUSTA being cut.
What was even more shocking
was the fact that only three students volunteered to help with
the letter-writing campaign.
It seems to me that students,
especially those who are going
to be most affected by the cuts,
simply don't care: This attitude
can be attributed to several
things: 1) apathy; 2) unaware-

ness; and 3) stupidity.
This student body, as well as
most other student bodies, is
plagued with apathy. Under
normal circumstances apathy is
found in the form of non-participation in school events or by
not filling out simple surveys,
e.g. grades or course selection .
For students to be apathetic
about trying to save SUSTA is
disturbing. Although we all
may not receive SU STA, our entire student body will suffer if
this aid is cut off. If SUSTA reflects a third of our students,
you will eventually look to your
left and right and won't see one
of your friends around here
next year.

I would like to attribute the
lack of support for saving
SUSTA to students being unaware of the potential ramifications of the proposed financial
aid cut. Hopefully it is this lack
of understanding that has
caused minor particpation from
the student body.
In the end I think stupidity has
most likely played the biggest
role in this fiasco. Most of the
people who are going to be affected by these cuts are mature
enough to realize that the cuts
are pending. Those of you who
chose not to do anything about
it have committed a stupid act.

America IsGuiltyAsCharged
by Mar;tin Sanchez-Rojas
For the past seven years the
United States government,
through the CIA, has been waging a war of aggression.against
Nicaragua in an attempt to
crush the popular revolution of
1979.
The contra forces have been
compelled, forced, tricked and
payed into fighting a war
aga1nst the Nicaraguan people.
The Nicaraguan people do not
want war but are willing to go
to the ends to prevent a government created out of the former
servants of Somoza from coming to power.

Now Presig_ent Ronald Reagan's vision of a viable solution
has been initiated. Over 3,000
military soldiers and their
sophisticated weaponry have
been sent to that "democratic"
republic of Honduras at the "request" of Presidente Azcona.
How much more illegality can
the citizens of this great "constitutional law-abiding democracy" take?
The United States has been a
partner to crimes that have shaken the foundations of international law and human decency.
It has not acknowledged the
overwhelming opinions of its
own people to stop this useless
and senseless war on the poor
and proud people of Nicaragua.
It has gone beyond risking the
condemnation of the people on
this planet, because it has already been condemned .

The people of Nicaragua simply want to be left alone. Their
revolution will not fail as long
as the contra terrorists persist.
On June 27, 1986 the International Court of Justice, the highest judicial body in the world,
ruled that the United States
government was in violation of
international law in its policy toward
the
Republic
of
Nicaragua. Among the Court's
findings were the following:
1. The United States government is guilty of eight separate
attacks against the Republic of
Nicaragua in violation of Article
2 section 4 of the United Nations Charter which prohibits
the threat or use of force
against the territory of another
state.
2. The United States gov.ernment is guilty of training, arming and financing the "contras"
in violation of Chapter IV, Article 18 of the Organization of
American States which says
that no state "has the right to
intervene, directly or indirectly,
for any reason whatsoever, in
the internal or external affairs
of any other state."
3. The United States government is guilty of mining the harbors of three Nicaraguan ports
and imposing an economic embargo in violation of the 1956
Nicaragua-United States Treaty
of Friendship, Commerce and
Navigation.
Accordfng to the United
States Constitution, Article 6,

Section 2, all treaties made by
the authority of the United
States are supreme law of the
land. Therefore, the United
States government is guilty of
violating the United States Constitution.
The Supreme Court of the
United States has ruled that
every individual citizen is personally bound by all treaties
made by our government.
Therefore, WE are legally responsible for upholding said
treaties.
The Nuremberg principles,
originating out of allied-sponsored international military tribunals at the end of World War
II, clearly state that individuals
have international duties which
transcend the national obligations of obedience imposed by
the individual state.
Nicaragua is but one of the
many victims of the CIA. The
people of Chile and Allende
were victims; the people of
Guatemala and Arbenz were
victims; the people of the
Dominican Republic and Bosch
were victiris ; the people of
Brazil and Goulart were victims; the people of Angola and
the Azanians of Mandela's land
are victims.
Will this new excursion to
Honduras by the United States
create new victims: U.S. soldiers and their families? The
CIA and the United States government are guilty as charged.
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Editorial

World Hunger is Still An Issue
"How can you say you are not responsible?
What does it have to do with me?
What is my reaction?
What should it be?
Affronted by this latest atrocity.
Driven to tears . . . "
-Sting
It takes a total of perhaps fifteen minutes to order and
consume a fast-food meal. In that short sp~n of time over
300 people on this earth will die of hunger, three-quarters
of whom will be children under the age of five. Over the
course of a day 35,000 people will die of hunger, in a week
almost a quarter of a million.
World hunger seemed to have slipped from the focus of
our concern once the uproar surrounding Bob Geldof's 1985
Feed the World crusade died down. But world hunger, although out of the spotlight, has not seen a decrease in
percentage or in actual numbers since long before the 1984
famine which devastated northern Africa and which was
the starting point of Geldof's campaign.
A group at UB is hoping to bring world hunger back into
the spotlight. The World Hunger Interest Group (WHIG),
although only a year old at UB, is already taking steps to
both educate about world hunger and try to alleviate it.
Currently the group is planning a fund-raiser for April 16.
Volunteers are needed to seek out at least $10 in hourly
sponsorships and then work in teams on various clean-up
activities around the University Heights Community. The
event is called "Pride in Buffalo" and will take place from
1-4 p.m. Half of the money raised will stay in Buffalo to
fight hunger and homelessness he.re. The other half will go
to the National Student Campaign Against Hunger to fight
hunger worldwide.
Several law student teams could raise a great deal of
money for a crucial cause, and the event would be a prime
way to burn off pre-exam anxieties. If anyone is interested
in forming a team, please contact The Opinion or student
organizer Greg Towne (636-2375). This would be a great
chance for the law school to interact with the rest of the
university.
WHIG is also planning to sponsor an information table
on April 21 and 22 on the ground floor of Capen Hall. Volunteers are needed to person the table and anyone who is
interested may contact Ann Hicks at 636-2807 or Father
John Zeitler at 688-2123.
The convenor of WHIG is Dr. Allan Canfield, an undergraduate advisor and former law school assistant dean . He
encourages all students, faculty, staff and alumni to become
involved in these and other efforts to end world hunger.
Bob Geldof, in his autobiography Is That It?, makes an
impassioned plea: "Everyone can do something . No matter
what you do, you can do something. Use your talent, your
circumstances, anything. There are millions dying in agony.
How many more children will you let die in your living
rooms before you act?"
Please think about these words the next time you sit
down to a meal, or the next time you find yourself describing your appetite as being "starving ." You're not, but you
can do something to help people who are.
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To The Editor :
The March 16 Opinion editorial states :
" Earlier this academic year a
letter-writing campaign sparked debate over what is 'political' and many people disapproved of the use of student
funds to finance political activities with which only a portion of law students agreed. A
letter-writing campaign is in the
air again , but this time the
cause is one with which no one
should disagree."
It is unclear whether through
use of the permissive "should"
the editors are simply issuing a
moral proclamation, but the
fact remains tha·t there are students who affirmatively support the cut in SUSTA aid. This
may be the reason one SBA
senator voted against the campaign.
These students have paid
compulsory student fees which
are being used to lobby the
state legislature for ideas they
oppose.
I take no position on the
SUSTA issue, but strongly object as a matter of principle to
the use of SBA monies to lobby
the legislature to promote spe-

cific legislation.
As Thomas Jefferson has
said, "To compel a man to furnish funds for the propagation
of ideas he disbelieves and
abhors is sinful and tyrannical."

"UB Law Women" Lambasted
Dear Editor:
It has been 15 years since I
wrote my last "letter to the
editor," but I suppose every 15
years my sensibilities are offended sufficiently to motivate
me to respond to something
printed in a newspaper. I found
the response to Phi Kappa
Theta's vulgar party announcement in the March 16 issue of
The Opinion to be equally as
vulgar. I am a UB Law woman,
and I do not endorse a "Drink
Until He's Not a Sexist Pig"
party, nor was I asked if I
wanted to endorse this party.
I find this particular fraternity's antics to be reprehensi ble, but allowing oneself to be
reduced to this snake's-belly
level will not resolve this fraternity's obvious misconception
about the role of women. I
would recommend a more
thoughtful approach, such as .
letters of protest to the frater-

The Burden of The Protest
Is On Those Who Disagree
by Shawn Griffin
In
response
t.o
Troy
Oechsner's article calling for
the end of JAG interviews on
campus I would like to recap my
position on this subject. After
reading his response it seemed
quite clear that he missed my
point completely. Let me preface this article first by saying
that not all issues are black and
white. The NLG has consistently tried to protest issues as
if there are only two sides to
the argument with theirs being
the right one . The issues they
raise are often complex and require a great deal of thought. If
you are going to involve yourself in such issues, Troy, I think
you should at least realize this
fact first.
A large portion of our student
body has been turned off by the
short sighted attempts of the
NLG to protest an issue. But
please Troy, if you or any other
individual
or
organization
wants to protest an issue about
which you feel strongly I encourage you to do so and I am
studying so as to defend your
right to do so. This right is the
cornerstone of our right to freedom of speech. It is at this point
at which I take cause with your
·issue and make my point. It is
your right under the protection
of freedom of speech to protest
but along with this right comes
the responsibility of carrying
the burden.
If the JAG hiring practices are
something that you and the
NLG feel strongly enough
about to protest, then it is in cumbent upon you to be'ar the
burden of this protest. Other
students may not want to bear
the burden of protesting your
cause or they may not feel as
strong about the issue or they
may disagree with your views.
As with all issues there are
people at both extremes as well
as people in the middle. (Issues
are not black and white.) By preventing JAG from interviewing
on campus you are making the
students who wish to interview

To this I would add that it is
also highly unethical and especially inappropriate in the context of the State University Law
School.
Kenneth D. Neeves

bear the burden of protesting
your issue. Don't miss my
point, Troy. Preventing JAG
from interviewing on campus is
a form of protest not a means
to change our government. If

nity governing body, requesting sanctions against this group
of delinquents.
At the risk of sounding
prudish, I am also concerned
about the encouragement to
drink to excess ( "this requires
an infinite amount of alcohol.")
We need only to look back a few
issues in The Opinion to be reminded that overconsumption
of alcohol can be dangerous to
innocent people, as our fellow
student learned when a relative
was killed by a drunk outside
Ryan's bar in Canada.
I support freedom of the
press, but I also believe in responsible journalism. The two
needn't be mutually exclusive
just because The Opinion is a
student publication . I would
suggest that anyone submitting
copy to the editors of this publication reflect on the truthful ness and message of their material before asking that it be
printed.
Sincerely,
Kyle Maldiner
2nd Yr. Student
P.S. It must be remembered
that not all fraternity members
are insensitive slobs. Witness
the fraternity members who
volunteered to escort women at
night in an attempt to avoid
more rapes.

continued on page I I

Facuity Statement May Do
More Harm Than Good
Dear Editor,
On February 17, 1986 the Student Bar Association voted to
endorse the "Faculty Statement
Regarding Intellectual Freedom, Tolerance and Prohibited
Harassment."
This is not surprising in light
of John William's correct
characterization of SBA members voting policy as one of voting "to be popular with certain
groups at the cost of being unfair to the student body." (Opinion 2/ 17/88).
What is surprising is the
Opinion's support of the statement in their editorial entitled
"We Have to Start Somewhere"
(2/17/88). The newspapers are
often the trumpeters of First
Amendment rights, yet at this
school the fourth estate is casually accepting these restrictions
as a place to start.
While there has been some
student opposition to this farreaching policy, apparently the
majority of students either support it or have not taken a position .
Meanwhile, the administration has not taken any action on
a complaint which was submitted on January 7, 1988. The
complaint has been placed in a
committee (the Faculty Student
Relations Board) which doesn't
even think it has jurisdiction
over the matter.
Evidently, many do not believe the statement will or can
prohibit actual speech . These
students should read The Wall
Street Journal's editorial of
March 14, 1988 titled " Dartmouth 's Vexations."
One can see those favoring

this policy are not alone in their
expressions of intolerance
against certain viewpoints (i.e.,
conservative viewpoints) .
At Harvard Law School
(many would say we are in
good company) then Secretary
of Defense Casper Weinberger
was prevented by a crowd from
speaking. Jeane Kirkpatrick
was silenced by Berkeley,
Smith, Barnard and the University of Mirinesota and Alexander Haig was silenced by Tufts.
The rights of conservatives to
speak and correspondingly the
rights of the listeners to hear
what they have to say is being
silenced with hardly a whimper
from the supposedly honest
and tolerant left.
Dartmouth College allows
the disruption of classes by
those protesting apartheid, the
CIA or other liberal causes
while three conservative students get expelled for getting
in a shouting match with a liberal professor - in an empty
classroom .
The professor, a music teacher, had a transcript of one of his
classes printed in the conservative journal Dartmouth Review.
He had taken offense at the fact
that students had exposed his
music class for what it was, a
platform to preach liberal propaganda.
As a result, one of these students was thrown out of school
for up to eighteen months after
he was " found guilty (of harassment) because he initiated and
persisted in a vexatious oral exchange."
Students are free to occupy
continued on page I I

Res Ipsa Loquitur . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

by Daniel Ibarrondo

Writer Apologizes For Publishing Insensitive Article
For many weeks now, I have
pondered and discussed with
colleagues the contents and
stile of my article on the grade
massacre titled "No Problem
To Get Back In Top 20- Give
Lots of D's" published in the
February 3rd edition of The
Opinion.
It was acknowledged by
those who were bothered by
the article that the message was
understood but they expressed
reservations on the manner in
which I decided to write about
it.
I listened to the comments
made by Jamaican law students at UB Law as well as
those from friends and colleagues. I must admit that I was
slow at understanding the gist
of these comments and thus the
meaning of this apology.

The article was written in a
satirical manner to express the
disgusting facts of the many
first-year law students who
would enter their second year
with at least two D's on their
record.
It has always been my con- ·
tention that law school professors for the most part are concerned with teaching how to
protect the interests of those
who have. If UB Law is truly
concerned with educating student who do not have or never
had, then some manner of retaining these students in law
school should be implemented.
It was hoped the article would
begin discussions on this and
similiar concerns.
The idea of disguising the actors involved came about by my
finding of a Rasta Glossary. I de-

cided to characterize one actor
with a Jamaican identity and
speech pattern.
Although I correctly assumed
that those familiar with my Res
lpsa Loquitur column would
bypass the characters and understand the gist of my satirical
message, I unconsciously assumed that my fellow AngloSaxon law colleagues would
have the intellect to know that
not all Jamaicans speak in the
manner in which I wrote.
In fact, there were many,
many grammatical errors in the
way I attempted to construct
my idea of a Rasta speech pattern.
I wrongly assumed that I
shared halls and classrooms
with students concerned about
intellectual pursuit. If anything,
the article could have served as

a point of conversation to begin
to understand the Jamaican
people and culture by asking
your fellow colleagues. Instead,
it was used to intellectu.aUy undermine the victimizer.
As a Puerto Rican, and one
who understands the powerful
use of the media to create
stereotypes and false information in order to satisfy the feel-

ings of inferiority and insecurity
evident in those who believe
and perpetuate these myths, I
clearly apologize for the insensitivity expressed in allowing
such an article to be published.
This has truly been a learning
experience for me. Unfortunately, it was not a learning experience for those who really
needed it.

41 S Snmtla Avm•. Selte 62
New Yon. New Yon 10001
(212) 594-3696 (201) 623-3363

Commentary ....

by Zulma Bodon

Who Said America ls Not Ready for JesseJackson?
In the past month or so we
have witnessed a significant
transformation in our country's
presidential race. Jesse Jackson is once again running for
President. But this time he has
built a solid, energetic campaign that is getting the support
of a wide spectrum of people
across the nation.
Even more important, Jackson's candidacy is no longer
one which only symbolizes the
concerns and aspirations of
black people. His candidacy has
reached a level of legitimacy in
American politics, and the
white establishment is running
scared.
.. .. - .., ..
The media, in particular, has
done a good job at undermin- ·
ing the power and legitimacy of
Jackson's political platform.
The coverage he has received
has been not only dismal, but
quite condescending.
"What does Jackson want?"
has become a typical media
question for which no one has
the answer. Did it ever occur to

anyone that he in fact wants to
.30 years ago America was not
be President? Why is this hard
ready to have black people ridto believe? Why is Jackson's _ ing in the front of public buses.
underlying motivation any difWho made America ready for
ferent than that of other candithat?
dates? What about Gore and
Also, let us not forget that
Dukakis, what do they want?
less than 50 years ago our counThe way in which the media
try was not prepared to allow
has reported on the Jackson
women and people of color to
candidacy suggests that racism
become members of the Amerand inequality remain deeply . ican Ba~. Who made the Bar
embedded in the fabric of our
ready?
society.
Relatively speaking, 30 or 50
In view of the fact that
years of history is a very .short
Jackson stands second in the
period of time for bringing
race for the Democratic nomiabout important social change .
nation, this is a clear indication
To accept the premise that our
that the media is attempting to
country is not prepared to have
undermine the strength of the
a person of color in the Oval
Jackson candidacy. Even more
Office is not only dangerous but
disturbing is the media's ata very unhealthy and immature
tempt to convince us that our
political position to take. It only
country is not ready for a black
serves to promote divisiveness
President.
among people and to enhance
This media blitz- is not only
racism.
unfair and deceptive, but racist.
Why is it that no one dares to
Who said America is not ready
attack Jackson on some legitifor a black President? Do they
mate political issue? And why
really want us to believe this?
is it that no one cares to ask
Let us all remember that only
what Jackson thinks about for-

Guild Perspectives . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

eign policy, about domestic issues and the like? Because he
is black?
A responsible political position would be to challenge
Jackson, or any other candidate, on these types of questions; on issues we believe will
help us make an independent
and intelligent decision as to
who we want as President.
It would be fair and legitimate
for the media and the voters to
question the fact that Jackson
has never held a legislative position at a local or national level,
yet this type of concern is rarely
raised when the Jackson candidacy is discus·sed. Why?
A more dangerous consequence of accepting the" America is not ready for Jackson"
theme is that it really works,
since the majority of the working class depend solely on the
established media for information. As a result, they are constantly injected with deceptive
and biased news.
Even those of us who view

ourselves as politically sophisticated sometimes get wrapped
up in the same political limbo.
And the worst part is that we
too begin to believe, and thus
fail to inquire beyond what is
immediately available to us; we
simply absorb and think we are
getting a real political education .
Let us be truthful about oursel,ves and about our future. Al tering the value system of our
society is in fact a slow and difficult process, but it is one that
can be achieved.
An optimistic and progressive vision of the future is what
has led our country to be in the
forefront of change. It is this notion of progression and change
which makes this country ready
for a black President.
Jesse Jackson's candidacy is
a long-awaited and refreshing
change indeed. This is so
whether or not we plan to vote
for him.

by Andrew Bechard and Molly Dwyer

The End of Reaganolllics, The Start of an Old Beginning
We have a good deal of
ground to cover with this installment of _"Guild Perspectives" but to preface the local
events happening on the UB
campus and in Buffalo let us
widen our scope to a national
level.
Many of the people working
in the National Lawyers Guild
and in other prog!:_essive political movements in this country
have felt themselves to be constrained and defensive for the
last eight years.
The Era of Reagan, which has
destroyed much of the gains of
progressive political work and
activism, has clearly come to a
close. The Reaganomics which
has sharply divided this country
along class lines and has turned
millions of Americans into unemployed people, underemployed people, homeless people and poverty-stricken people
is finally being brought to light.
After his unsuccessful bid for
the United States Senate in
1986, Mark Green, writing in the
"Village Voice," foretold of the
end of the "Reagan Revolution ." That November the IranContra
scandal
was first
brought to light and Green pre-

dieted that the moral and ethical depravity and the lawlessness surrounding that scandal
would be the spark that shifted
the political and societal attitudes of our nation.
"Morning in America" didn't
really have anything to do with
light and hope, it was just a
pleasing media image, produced to conceal a venal and
black record of economic injustice, blatant abuse of civil
rights, and international murder, destruction and imperialism.
All you have to do is pick up
a paper or a magazine and you
can see the shift. Absent from
the mainstream media is all the
"yuppie porn" that dominated
just a few years ago. Cover
stories and analysis are being
done on gay rights; discrimination, housing, poverty, illiteracy, day-care.
Probably the most remarkable story of all is that the
mainstream media are no
longer treating Jesse Jackson
like a civil rights-single issue
candidate but are now treating
him like a real candidate (of
course they have to - the
Jackson campaign is the poorly

funded, volunteer rich movement that has pushed Jackson
to just a few delegates behind
the well-oiled technocrat machine from Massachusetts the mainstream media is now
having to admit that Jesse can
win) .
-The thing that is inspiring the
most hope in Guild members is
the student movement. Yes,
you just saw the words: STUDENT MOVEMENT. Popping up
out of the Era of Reagan, going
against the current are students.
Not just in Columbia, Yale
and Harvard but at American,
Rutgers and Buffalo. The oldtime progressives are tickled . In
the March 26th issue of "The
Nation," devoted to the new
student movement, the editorials gushed :
The debate has begun about
the nature of the new beast.
Not many in their right mind
say they want a revo-o-lution
now, but is it time for a new
surge of socialism, Westernstyle? Has another populist
moment returned after a
century or so of elitist rule?
Is there, in fact, a movement
of the 1990s already in for-

mation, a coalition of coalitions, Rainbow and populist,
black and white and pink (at
least) all over, student/
worker/senior/liberal;
peace-prone, gender-sensitive and solidarity-specific.
No less an authority than
New York Governor Mario
Cuomo observed recently
that great changes in the
configuration of politics are
taking place. He was asked
about the sudden surge of
Jesse Jackson's campaign in
the week before Super Tuesday and Jackson's endorsement by Texas populist hero
Jim Hightower. "But what's
so new about it?" he shrugged. "It's the way· we were
raised. It's the sixties .. . "
Getting back to acting locally.
There are three items which we
would like to address with the
remainder of the article : an upcoming symposium on South
Africa, an upcoming visit to UB
Law by the FBI, and the upcoming Buffalo Guild potluck dinner
on April 8th .
South Africa Symposium
In the beginning of March of
this year, South African Presi -

dent P.W. Botha ordered 17
black political organizations, i'ncluding the United Democratic
Front, to cease all activities.
The largest black trade union,
the Congress of South African
Trade Unions, has been told
that it can continue to function
only if it stays out of politics.
These bannings are even more
sweeping than the emergency
regulations that Mr. Botha imposed on the country in 1986.
(See "The Economist" 4 March
1988.)
It is against this new backdrop of repression that the AntiApartheid Solidarity Committee of the Graduate Student Association of UB will be holding
its second annual Symposium
on Southern Africa . The Sym posium will be at Butler Auditorium on Faber Hall on the
Main Street campus and will
happen on Saturday, April 9th .
The Sympos ium is designed
to provide an in-depth an alysis
of Apartheid and w ill include
representatives from the five
frontline states as well as representatives from the ANC,
SWAPO, South African trade
un ions, the National Confercontinued on page JO
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City Court Judge Raul Figueroa Looks Back On UB
by Daniel lbarrondo
More than ten years ago he
sat in the classrooms of UB Law
School balancing the workload
of first-year courses along with
his private family life.
The son of a working class
family who moved to the United States from Puerto Rico and
settled in Dunkirk, New York in

the hopes of seeking better opportunities.
It was an era when early labor
migration from Puerto Rico
moved to the northern farming
communities. They were part of
the first wave of migrants who
for the most part had minimal
urban skills, yet a strong drive
to excel.

Convicts Await Appeals
by Martin B. Schwartz
On Tuesday, April 19, the Buffalo Public Interest Law Program will sponsor a conference
addressing the legal aid appeals crisis in Erie County.
In the October 15, 1987 issue
of the Buffalo News, one of the
headlines read : "Case Delays
May Force Inmates Release."
Judge Michael F. Dillon, Presiding Justice of the Appellate Division of the State Supreme
Court, Fourth Department, told
the Erie County Legislature's
Budget Committee that "the
non-profit Legal Aid Bureau's
operation currently has four
hundred and twenty unresolved appeals."
This includes two hundred
and eighty cases that are more
than two years old and in
danger of possible action by the
federal courts.
UB Law Professor R. Nils
Olsen has filed a class action
habeas corpus petition in U.S.
District Court on behalf of indigent convicts who are still waiting for their first appeal.
An Erie County Bar Association study has criticized the
county for shortchanging the
poor with respect to legal aid.
Does Erie County provide sufficient funding for legal aid to
the poor? What is the current
status of the criminal appeals
backlog problem at the Legal

Aid Bureau ofBuffalo? What are
the implications of this problem
for the Buffalo community and
the legal system in general?
These questions and others
will be addressed at the conference. Panelists will include Justice Dillon, Ms. Helen Zimmermann, the Acting Interim
Executive Director of the Legal
Aid Bureau of Buffalo, Professor R. Nils Olsen, and Mr. Kenneth Manning, Esq. of Phillips,
Lytle, Blaine and Huber.
The discussion will be moderated by Martin B. Schwartz,
Vice-President
of
Projects,
BPILP.
The discussion will begin at
7:00 p.m . in Room 108 of
O'Brian Hall. All students, faculty and the general public are
invited to attend this important
event.

Raul Figueroa, born in Ciales,
Puerto Rico, was eleven years
old when his family decided to
migrate to the United States in

1958.
The town of Dunkirk was
foreign, mostly populated by
Polish and Italian peoples, and
at times hostile to the newcomers. It provided, however, no
segregated schools and a cohesive Hispanic community.
The yearning for knowledge
led him to Fredonia College
where he obtained a bachelor's
degree. In 1973, he decided to
attend UB Law School, where
he graduated from in 1977.
After working as an attorney
with
Buffalo's
Corporation
Counsel and the U.S. Attorney
General's Office, Raul Figueroa
was appointed by Mayor Griffin
as a City Court Judge.
Sitting high in his chambers
at 50 Delaware Avenue, Judge
Raul Figueroa candidly responded to the questions
posed in this Opinion interview.
Opinion: What was your experience as a Hispanic in the
United States?
Judge Figueroa: When my
family moved to Dunkirk in
1958, it was very difficult to settle in back then because of the
prejudice. When Hispanics

came along the educational and
employment advantages were
extremely difficult to obtain.
I was lucky, however, that
there was only one high school
and we all - Hispanics, Polish
and Italians - received the
same quality education.
Opinion: What was your experience like in law school?
Judge Figueroa: My class
was, in a sense, an experimental class. The law school had
moved from downtown to Amherst and there was a larger student population. I didn't like the
"cut throat" competitive attitude that existed.
My law school experience
was different than your average
student because I was a married, older student. I took law
school as a job. Took my classes and continued with my family life. Of course, I also studied
about twelve hours a day.
Opinion: What type of student did you consider yourself?
Judge Figueroa: Well, I
studied hard and ; read my
cases. ·one thing I didn't enjoy
about law school was that you
didn't get credit for what you
did all semester. Then again,
that's the nature of the profession in a way.
I got some D's, I knew the ma-

terial but had a difficult time
putting it on paper. Grades,
however, do not reflect a person's ability to do a good job.
Opinion: What was your experience as an Hispanic attorney?
Judge Figueroa: I had a hard
time looking for a job in Buffalo.
This city has a saturated market. I had many job offers in
New York City, Michigan, Florida and Puerto Rico.
Opinion: What advice would
you give to law students?
Judge Figueroa: Be persistent in what you do. Don't lose
track of what you want to do
and as far as ethics and morals
are concerned, be honest with
yourself.
In order to be a successful attorney, you have to work hard.
Continue to strive for what
motivated you to go to law
school. Law is an exciting profession but there's no stability.
And, always maintain sensitivity. Callousness brings clouded
visions.
It was time for him to robe
and begin his daily duty and
apply justice and fairness .. As
the interview ended, I thanked
Judge Raul Figueroa for his
time and honest discussion.
Truly a humble and intelligent
man.

owtorun our

ILS Fulfills
By-Law 13
(The following article has been
published to comply with SBA 's
By-Law 13 requirement.)
The International Law Society (ILS) is an organization of
law students who share academic and career interests in
the field of international law.
The purposes of the International Law Society are to promote the study of private and
public international law and of
international organizations and
institutions; to promote the
comparative study of the legal
systems of the world , thereby
to foster communication and
understanding among citizens
of different nations; to promote
greate( understanding of international organizations and institutions and their capacity to
bring about by peaceful means,
in conformity with the principles of justice and international
law, the resolution of international disputes and their function in the promotion of world
objectives of an economic, social, cultural and humanitarian
character; and to educate ourselves and others in these areas
of knowledge through discussions, speakers, research, publications, and other appropriate
means.
All law students are invited
to join. The International Law
Society Office is located on the
basement level of O'Brian Hall
in Room 7. For further information, please contact Jennifer L.
Krieger, box 431.

The American Express• Card can play a starring role
virtually an)'Where you shop, from Tulsa to Thailand.
Whether you're buying a 1V or a T-shirt. So during college
and after, it's the perfect way to pay for just about
everything you'll want.

How to get the Card now.
College is the first sign of success. And because we believe
in your potential, we·ve made it easier to get the American
Express Card right now. Whether you·re a freshman, senior
or grad student, look into our new automatic approval
offers. for details, pick up an application on campus. Or
call 1-800-TIIE-O\RD and ask for a student application.
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Miss Social Procedure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

by Fiona Smyth-Horch

Graduation Etiquette For Those Who Need It Most
Dear Miss S.P.,
Who should I invite to my
graduation? My grandmother is
elderly and incapacitated; it
would be a real inconvenience
to get her here and situated. I
also know that my mother's
cousin's widow loves to be included even if she isn't a close
relative and she always gives
generous gifts. Can't I bend the
rules here?
Wondering

Dear Wondering,
No, you can't. That's why
there are rules. Announcements are sent to those who
may be interested and invitations are sent to close relatives.
I don't mean those tacky
pseudo-formal critters one orders from the Office of Bad
Manners in O'Brian Hall.
Write, yes write, a note to distant friends and relatives on the
order of "I thought you might

be interested to know I'm
graduating from law school
soon." Include appropriate references to the recipient and his
or her family.
Invitations take the form of
being "pleased if you would
come to my graduation" naming time, place, date, etc. Call
in a few days to clarify directions, tickets, transportation,
and other practical matters.
If your grandmother wants to
come to graduation, it would
behoove you to do whatever
necessary to see that she gets
there - up to and including riding her piggyback onto the
stage to collect your phony diploma.
Cousin Generous could come
to a graduation party and
perhaps could lend you an adding machine. By the way, have
you considered corporate law?

About Thank-You Notes
In the flood of graduation questions, it did not slip my notice that no one asked about thank-you notes.
I am not surprised. Never, repeat NEVER, send a printed thank-you card at any time for any occasion.
First, thank you notes should be written the day a gift is received, but since we all pretend the U.S. mail
is delivered by tortoise, a two or three day lag is permitted for sobering up. Second, since truth and
etiquette are not related, it isn't necessary to report spending money gifts in any particular bar or cheap
motel.
As a public service, here is a prototype thank-you note; make appropriate selections:
Dear

(1) Aunt Ethel
(2) Dr. Jung
(3) Boy Toy

Thank you for coming to mr graduation ceremony/party

hwnso
lhope

(1
(2)
(3)
(1)
(2)
(3)
(1)
(2)
(3)

A family gathering is never the same without you.
You can't imagine what I've been through the past three years.
Did you notice I was naked under my gown?
nice to see you looking well after the gallbladder surgery.
traumatic.
orgasmic.
to see you and Uncle Harry more now that I'm done with school.
I can take the bar without flipping out.
we can catch up on lost time starting now.

I really appreciate your gift
(1) I have many expenses and want to meet them myself as Mom and Dad have already
made great sacrifices for my education.
(2) but I know the whole group hated me and was out to get me.
(3) I'm still sore.
(1) having a good talk with you at Aunt Sadie's Memorial Day picnic.
I'm looking forward to
(2) the day I'll take over the world.
(3) more of the same.
(1) your loving niece/nephew, Ann/Louie
Sincerely,
(2) Napolean
(3) Hooter

Off The Court

by Andrew Culbertson

Biancalana Will Not Start, Or Appear On Lettem1an

•

In past columns I have talked
about such things as alcohol,
racism, and greed as they relate
to professional sports.
As I sat down to write this
issue's column, I realized that I
couldn't bring myself to write
another column attacking the
world of sports. Having just
finished a brief, coupled with
the reality that it's almost
spring and still 20 degrees outside, I decided to write something upbeat.
To this end, I've decided to
dedicate this column to Jeanne
Dixon, and make a few sports
predictions. I realize that predictions are usually made at the
beginning of the year, but what
the hell, I wasn't writing this column at the beginning of the
year.
Since I've never done this before, I'll start with the obvious
ones:
■

■
■

■

Bo Jackson will spend most
of the upcoming baseball
season in the minor leagues.
By the time the next NFL season rolls around, Bo will be
playing full time for the Raiders, and will win the AFC
rushing title.
Billy Martin will be fired.
Don Mattingly will win the
MVP Award, and Dwight
Gooden, returning to his old
form, will win the Cy Young
Award.
Darryl Strawberry will have
an outside shot to become

the first player to hit 50 home
runs and steal 50 bases in a
single season. Unfortunately, a series of continuing disputes with Mets Manager
Davey Johnson will land Darryl on the bench.
■ Gene Mauch, if he returns to
managing, will not win his
first pennant.
■ Mario Lemieux, not Wayne
Gretzky, will win the NHL
MVP Award.
■ Denny McClain, former Cy
Young Award winner and exconvict, will return to prison.
His type always does.
■ Pete Rose won't "officially"
retire.
■ Tom Watson will finally win
the PGA championship, becoming one of only several
golfers to win each of the four
professional majors .
■ Arnold Palmer won't win his
first PGA championship.
■ Buddy Biancalana will not
start, will not play in the
World Series, will not appear
on Letterman, and will not
surpass Ty Cobb on the alltime hit list.
■ Isaiah Thomas will make insulting comments.
■ Kareem Abdul-Jabbar will
announce that he's going to
play yet another season.
■ Jim Boeheim and the Syracuse Orangemen will choke
in the NCAA Tournament
(whoops, they already did).
That goes for next year as

Jessup Moot Ct. Bd. Active
(The following article has been
published to comply with the
SBA By-Law 13 requirement.)
The U.B. Jessup Moot Court
Board was established in May,
1987 by Susan Collins (Founding Chair), Chuck Johnson,
Peter Baxter, Larry Lane and Bill
Sandler (Founding Members)
in response to strong student
interest in international law and
oral advocacy.
The purposes of the Jessup
Moot Court Board are to promote an understanding and recognition of the principles of international law; to educate students in the principles and purposes of international law and
of international organizations
and institutions; and to engage
U.B. law students in international, national, regional, and
local moot court competitions,
Page ten
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thereby improving their knowledge and experience in dealing
with international law.
Students competing in the
1988-89 Jessup International
Law Moot Court Intramural
Competition will be required to
submit a 5-7 page brief on a
problem of international law
selected by the Jessup Board
and to present oral arguments
in front of a panel of judges. The
written portion of the competition will be administered during
the summer recess. An orientation meeting will be held later
in the semester for interested
students.
The Jessup Moot Court
Board is located on the basement level of O'Brian Hall in
Room 7. For further information, please contact Jennifer L.
Krieger, Chair, box 431 or Kimi
L. King, Vice-Chair, box 424.

well.
Just to prove that I'm willing
to put my credibility on the line,
here are a few long-shots:
■

■
■

The Georgetown Hoyas,
under the tutelage of John
Thompson, won't get into
any fights next season.
Mike Tyson will lose to
Michael Spinks.
Yankees
owner
George
Steinbrenner won't publically comment on his team's

■
■

■

■

playing ability.
Dr. J will check into a drug
rehabilitation center.
Bobby Knight won't be assessed any technical fouls,
and he won't throw any
chairs.
Phil Rizzuto will finally be
elected to the Hall of Fame.
No one will bitch and moan
about the use of instant replay in the NFL, the threepoint line in college basket-

The End of Reaganomics
ence of Black Lawyers and the
Lawyers Committee for Civil
Rights Under Laws.
This event is being co-sponsored by the National Lawyers
Guild along with a number of
other graduate groups on the
UB campus. For more information you can contact the NLG
office at 636-2161 in Room 118
O'Brian Hall or the Anti-Apartheid Solidarity Committee at
636-2960 in 103 Talbert Hall.
NLG v. FBI
We hope the Career Development Office and the UB Law Administration will take official
notice that the National Lawyers Guild is opposed to the
visit of Federal Bureau of Investigation Special Agent Mary
Denn.
The CDO has announced that
Special Agent Denn will be visiting the UB campus to talk
about career opportunities with
the Federal Bureau of Investigation on Thursday, April 7th at 2
p.m. in Room 210 and 4 p.m. in
Room 108.
Organizers from the National 1
Lawyers Guild will be on hand
to ask questions of Special
Agent Denn, foremost of which
will be the status of the litigation of National Lawyers Guild
v. Attorney General which was
filed in Federal District Court in
1977.
Discovery from the suit ha~
produced over 300,000 pages of
FBI files on the National
Lawyers Guild and has revealed
that the FBI has used over 1,000
informants inside the Guild to
report on Guild activities, and

to disrupt meetings, press conferences and seminars.
FBI agents have repeatedly,
since 1940, broken into the
Guild National Office and into
the private law offices of Guild
members. The FBI has tapped
Guild telephones and has directed efforts to defeat the political and judicial candidates of
Guild lawyers.
The Buffalo Chapter has a file
obtained in the litigation showing reports of questions asked
of UB law faculty who were
thought to be involved in the
Guild when the Buffalo Chapter
was formed in 1974.

Guild organizers will also ask
Special Agent Denn why the FBI
has found it necessary to infiltrate and report on the efforts
-of Central American peace activists, and why the FBI thought
it necessary to recently subpoena information from University at Buffalo libraries regarding books being checked
out by an international student
attending UB.
In the March 16 issue of "The
Graduate Post" it was reported
that the FBI claims that the international student was involved in activities that endangered the security of the
United States - even though
all of the books and articles in
question are public information
and remain on the shelves of
Lockwood Library.
We at the Guild wonder how
long the lawlessness, the invasion of privacy and the abuse
of civil liberties will go on in the

■

■

■

ball, or the fact that Howard
Cosell has his own television
show.
Not one sports agent will be
indicted for tampering with a
college player.
The Pro Bowl will be exciting.
Finally, last but not least, the
Bills will go to the Super
Bowl. (I told you that these
were the long-shot predictions.)

cont. from page 7
name and under the cover of
the National Security Act of
1947. We hope you will attend,
and we hope that the Career Development Office will in the future decline to invite representatives of the FBI or the CIA to
the UB campus.
Guild Potluck
Always ending on an upbeat
note, the Buffalo Chapter of the
National Lawyers Guild is
pleased to announce its annual
potluck dinner, party and general good time. The date is Friday, April 8. The time is 8 p.m.
The location is 52 Rosedale
Boulevard in Amherst.
The Guild Potluck is open to
any person who brings something yummy to eat or drink;
and we encourage diversity and
plurality in menu and ideology.
Buffalo Guild attorneys and law
students will be attending in
force to answer questions,
propose solutions and do much
mastication. We invite new
members and hope you will attend.

The Committee on Law Students With Special Needs would
like to interview students with
learning disabilities or physical
disabilities concerning possible
needs for modifications in exam
administration.
Please leave word with Mary
Land in Room 507 (telephone:
636-2167) to make an appointment as soon as possible.

We would like to ask all readers of The Opinion to inform law
students with special needs who
may not read The Opinion aboul
this opportunity.
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JAG Corps ...
you want to change JAG
policies you need to change our
government by initiating either
legislative, executive or judicial
action. It is your issue and it is
you and the NLG who have decided to protest. Therefore it is
you and the NLG who should
bear the burden oft he protest.
The SBA has recently given
us an excellent example of how
to protest an issue as well as
how to initiate change in our
government. When the SUSTA
funding for law students was in
jeopardy due to state budget
cuts the SBA held a meeting to
make the student body aware
of the issue (same effect as protesting). The students who felt
strongest about the issue
·began a letter writing campaign
to initiate legislative aciton
while the Dean's office pushed
to~ executive action.
The key point to remember is
that it was the students who felt
strongest about the issue who
carried the burden of organizing support and writing letters
in order to initiate legislative action. The SBA did not attempt
to prevent students from interviewing with the state-government. It was their issue and it
was therefore their responsibility to carry the burden of pro-

testing and initiating change.
To finish let me again clarify
my point so I do not confuse
Troy or any other NLG member
who feels that issues are black
and white and that any criticism
of them or their methods is a
direct attack on their issue.
If Troy or the NLG feels
strongly enough about an issue
they are free to protest, making
their views known and bring the
issue to our attention. But your
freedom to protest carries only
as far as yolJlare willing to carry
the burden of that protest; after
all, it is your view. If you want
to change the JAG hiring
policies there are only three
ways: through the legislative,
executive or judicial branches
of our government.
By preventing JAG from interviewing on campus, you are
forcing others to carry the burden of your protest. This in effect interferes with another person's right so as to allow you
to protest your issue. I am not
arguing for or against the JAG
hiring practices. I am simply arguing that your freedom to protest under the Constitutional
guarantee of freedom of speech
ends at the point at which you
force someone else to carry the
burden of your protest.

from page 6

We have all heard this before
but I will repeat it: "I may not
agree with what you say but I
will defend your right to say it."
This is exactly my point with the
added caveat that along with
that right comes the responsibility of bearing the burden of
that right.

Faculty Statement
administrative buildings, classrooms and erect shanty-towns
in places expressly prohibited
by the administration without
fear of sanctions, yet a conservative viewpoint cannot be presented in an empty classroom!
Here at UB Law, Professor
Carr was quoted on the front

THREE REASONS
WHY MORE STUDENTS ARE
CHOOSING KAPLAN-SMH
BAR REVIEW COURSE
QUESTION REVIEW: Over eighteen hours of in-_class
1 INTENSIVE
question analysis by experienced law school profes~ors 1s an
integral part of every SMH and Kaplan-SMH Bar Review course
at no extra cost.

TEXTS: The law you need to know for your bar exam is
2 NARRATIVE
explained for you-not outlined-in our comprehensive texts.
UNPARALLELED
CONVENIENCE: Preparation for the

bar exams of nine3 teen jurisdictions is available at over 100 Stanley
H. Kaplan
Educational Centers nationwide (except in New England, D.C.,
Maryland, and New Mexico where cour~es are administered by
SMH).
- - - - - - PREPARATION F O R - - - - - California
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·Dist. of Columbia
Florida

Illinois
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
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page of the Opinion (Dec. 1,
1987)- as saying, in defense of
the statement, the faculty
needed "to make some statement to people in our own
house about what we thought
proper procedures and attitudes are, particularly within
the classroom where it is more
likely that a member of the faculty is going to be confronted
with a statement that shows
some kind of insensitivity."
With all due respect for Professor Carr (or any other profes 0
sor), I certainly don't want him
telling me what my "proper attitude" should be.
With professors expressing
views like this, is it so outrageous to think that we could
find ourselves in a similar situation as at Dartmouth? Will we
face suspensions for disagreeing with what a professor feels
are proper procedures and attitudes? I submit the only difference between Dartmouth and
UB Law is Dartmouth's active
conservative movement.
(This paragraph should be
self evident, but my experience
at UB tells me better. These
examples do not mean I favor
one position over another. But
privileges to speak and/or protest cannot be extended to only
those who share the majority's
view. After all, history has
proven that sometimes a
majority simply means that all
the fools are on the same side.)
It should be clear to all that a
double standard exists on
many campuses. The law faculty, by endorsing this statement
is officially supporting this double standard (up to now unofficially practiced by several leftist
professors at this school).
I have seen no evidence that
the faculty or administration is
willing to correct this ideological imbalance. Perhaps the
statement's exis~ence can be
summed up best by quoting
Judge Robert Bork's reaction to
it when I presented him with a
copy: "Faculties are not to be
believed."
I can only hope that current
students, once in the real world,
will have more insight than the
current faculty members and
administrators and will be able
to distinguish between "activity
that is indeed harassment and
activity that is indeed vexatious."
James P. McClusky
Third Vear Law Student
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If you plan to practice in any of these jurisdictions, your first step should
be to contact your campus rep or your local Stanley Kaplan Educational Center.
STANLEYH.
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Prof.
Arthur .
Miller
Joins
BAR/BRI

BAR/BRI is excited to announce that Prof. Arthur R.
Miller, of the Harvard Law School, will be lecturing for BAR/BRI, beginning with the 1988 bar examination.
Prof. Miller, who lectured on the bar examination for
more than IO years before joining BAR/BRI, will l~cture
in New York, California, Michigan, Massachusetts, and
other states.
The addition of Prof. Miller is just one more reason ·
.
that more law school gradua~es throughout the
United States take BAR/BRI than take any other
bar review.
We are excited to welcome Prof. Miller to our faculty.

BAR REVIEW
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